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Volunteering in Emergencies

Vv Ceske

oro obéany zasazené napr. povodni, vichfici,
tornddem atd. Na fomto poli dobrovolnictvi pisobi

oresahem, ale také velké mnozstvi organizaci

podle velikosti zasaZzeného Uzemi. Mize jich byt
nékolik desitek az nékolik tisic.

Volunteering in emergencies in the Czech
Republic has been developing since late 1990s. Itis
in particular help and volunteers support for people
affected for instance by floods, storms, tornadoes efc.
There are about five large organizations in this tield
operating all over the country, however there are a lot
of regional organizations. The number of volunteers
is different and depends on the size of affected area.
They can be from several tens to several thousands.

Volunteers are currently active in emergencies during tloods in the Czech Republic. Volunteer help in these situations is necessary and irreplaceable.
People affected by floods have problems to cope with other consequences. Especially at the beginning - in the first days after disaster - the need
and demand for volunteers is very high, not only because of the manual help for eliminating consequences of the disaster, but also because of the
need of the affected people not to be alone in “it”. Volunteers work in floods consists of clearing furniture, clearing washed out stuff, cleaning and
tidying, removing plastering, distribution of in-kind support, organization of work and help or psychological encouragement of affected people.

The following organizations are the most active in the area of volunteers coordination - ADRA, The Czech Red Cross, People in Need, Diaconia CCE or

Charity of the (zech Republic.

VOLUNTEERS IN EMERGENCIES

Since 1997, when there were large floods in the (zech |
N e Republlc there have been discussions about the importance of
e A % volunteers help in emergencies. Volunteers are requested, or
ok LSO they themselves come immediately affer a crisis (emergency)
Sl 28 situation appears and they participate in clean-up and tidying.
' SRR A They work within days or weeks.
AL  The Project “Volunteers in Emergencies” is focused
(1 especially on the recruitment and registration of volunteers,
b/ /1= their initial training, material provision, aid equipment,
/] lgl | technical equipment, logistics during the event (e.g. transport
/A acommodation, catering etc) and also care for volunteers SN T Al ST S
Wl affer the event (supervision efc,). Volunteers are trained for BET lEEA-Ee, © u
Ja . manual assistance (clearing, cleaning, tidying), technical EemiagyermclEa
assistance (desiccation of walls, reconstruction work) and A
%, basic interpersonal support (recognition of contemporary
. /Z needs, providing information efc.)
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